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Open Call for In Our Hands Programme 

British Council in Nepal, Nepal Art Village, Kathmandu University (School of Arts, School of 

Engineering), Applied Arts Scotland, Edinburgh Napier University and National Innovation 

Center have announced a unique opportunity to participate in its In our Hands- A programme 

to bring out the creativity in each one of us for positive social change which includes a 

workshop series followed by grants and showcase opportunities in the lead up to COP27. 

The programme is a part of Road to COP, a programme implemented by the British Council 

and funded by UKaid. The programme aims to support the development of new, exciting and 

innovative ideas that encourages the application of traditional and contemporary ‘making’ to 

create inclusive economic activities through a green creative economy approach.  

The programme includes a series of workshop where ideas that can deliver social and 

environmental outcomes besides economic ones will be further developed through 

guidance/training from Nepali and UK experts. Following the workshop, participants can bid 

for one of the six grants that includes financial support and tailored mentoring opportunities 

with UK and Nepali experts.  

“We are excited about this UK-Nepal academic partnership to look at climate change through 

the potential of creative sector solutions. Climate change concerns us all and our shared 

futures, we hope this collaboration will help researchers to develop their skills, build 

international networks and work on solutions for climate that will contribute to long-term gains 

of supporting Nepal’s national response to the global challenge,” stated Shahida 

MacDougall, Country Director of the British Council. “British Council is working closely 

with the Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office to provide unique platforms for a 

range of climate change actors, including women and girls, young people, entrepreneurs and 

leaders, to present their concerns, perspectives and solutions to national and international 

stakeholders in the lead up to COP27.” 

Nepal Art Village (NAV) which has been part of the British Council’s Crafting Futures 

programme has actively supported researchers on craft practices. Rosha Chitrakar member 

of NAV stresses on the importance of craft and heritage as market solutions for green inclusive 

and resilient community. ‘‘Thoughtfully designed and handmade art and craft that use local 

materials stay with us for a long time; unlike the single use manufactured products that only 

end up in a landfill’’, says Rosha Chitrakar. This year NAV hopes to use In Our Hands 

programme to further capacities, interest, and networks to create growth and opportunities in 

craft sector within a more inclusive, greener and resilience development.  

Working closely with Nepal Arts Village is Kathmandu University, Applied Arts Scotland and 

Edinburgh Napier University. The partners will co-develop and deliver the programme for 

Nepali beneficiaries. 

Kathmandu University- School of Arts is committed to establishing a benchmark in fine art 
education in Nepal. Kirti Man Shakya, Dept. of Art and Design, Kathmandu University, 
believes in handing over the traditional craft knowledge and skills which can also benefit 
present day’s context. ‘As time changes and development is continuously progressing, we 
need to rethink, upgrade/develop a structure and system to mobilize idea and practice in a 
holistic manner, being accountable for people as well as planet. We are happy to be a part of 
this program. This will definitely develop an academic platform that encourages people to act 
responsibly for the holistic development of our society. Through mentorship, KU team will 



 

support innovative ideas in craft and related sectors that harness craft related solutions, 
particularly nature based, to promote positive environmental impacts and community 
resilience.’ 
 

Dr Lynne Hocking, Chair at Applied Arts Scotland also states "Working with deep-rooted 

knowledge from nature-based and craft-embedded methodologies at the intersection between 

practice and research enables creative, innovative and sustainable responses to climate 

change. Applied Arts Scotland are excited to continue working in partnership with 

organisations in Scotland and Nepal to build on the successes of the Road to COP26 

Programme as it evolves into a longer-term, sector-led programme of activity, 'Into Our Hands'. 

Adding, "By continuing to share knowledge about craft and material innovation, sustainable 

business practices and creative entrepreneurship between Nepal and Scotland, we will 

support an interdisciplinary opportunity to nurture exciting new ideas from within the Nepali 

craft sector to promote resilience to climate change for the mutual benefit of people and 

communities in Nepal and beyond." 

Challenging commonplace notions of innovation’s exclusivity to fields of sciences and 

technology, this programmes hopes to highlight green recovery solutions that are grounded 

in Nepal’s informal yet significant sectors of craft-making which directly engage many 

marginalised communities. 

Individuals, teams, communities, and organisations from diverse backgrounds are invited to 

apply through an open call process for a placement with the programme. 

 

Notes to the Editor 

About the project and the partners 

  

Road to COP 

Road to COP is a project designed to support the Government of Nepal’s inclusion goals in 

long-term climate actions through youth engagement and climate communication while 

promoting the UK as a key stakeholder and strategic leader in addressing climate change. 

Road to COP is a programme implemented by the British Council and funded by UKaid 

British Council Nepal 

The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational 

opportunities.   It builds connections, understanding and trust between people in the UK and 

other countries through arts and culture, education and the English language. 

We help young people to gain the skills, confidence and connections they are looking for to 

realise their potential and to participate in strong and inclusive communities. We support them 

to learn English, to get a high-quality education and to gain internationally recognised 

qualifications. Our work in arts and culture stimulates creative expression and exchange and 

nurtures creative enterprise. We respond to global challenges through a range of artforms and 

media, working in inclusivity, climate change and cultural heritage. 

We have been working in Nepal since 1959. Every year we connect with thousands of 

students, educators, policymakers, academics, creatives and entrepreneurs in Nepal. The 

focus of our work is on providing opportunities for young people through: 



 

- supporting young people to achieve the education, qualifications and skills needed to reach 

their potential in their future careers. 

- creating and developing new networks and platforms to give young people a voice in society.  

Nepal Art Village (NAV) is an initiative launched by a group of 280 craft leaders, artists and 

artisans. It was envisioned to preserve and promote the unique built, natural and cultural 

heritage of Nepal, particularly that of the Kathmandu Valley. NAV is working closely with the 

local municipal government and local wards to platform leadership in traditional arts, craft and 

environment using written and oral accounts, while attracting tourism and economic activity.  

Kathmandu University is an autonomous, not-for-profit, self-funding public institution 

established by an Act of Parliament in December 1991. It is an institution of higher learning 

dedicated to maintaining the standard of academic excellence in various classical and 

professional disciplines. The University operates through seven Schools: (i) School of Arts, (ii) 

School of Education, (iii) School of Engineering, (iv) School of Law, (v) School of Management, 

(vi) School of Medical Science and (vii) School of Science. 

Applied Arts Scotland is a membership organisation run by makers for makers giving an 

authentic, collective and professional voice for the sector and delivering tangible benefits to 

the professional maker community in Scotland. We nurture the creative heart and soul of 

making practice, celebrate expertise, and facilitate practical opportunities for creative and 

professional development. 

Edinburgh Napier University is modern, research-active university in the heart of Edinburgh 

with a strong industry focussed teaching and research agenda. Creative Informatics is an 

ambitious research and development programme based in Edinburgh, which aims to bring the 

city’s world class creative industries together, providing funding and development 

opportunities that enable creative individuals and organisations to explore how data can be 

used to drive ground-breaking new products, businesses and experiences. 

National Innovation Center Nepal a non-profit sharing organization incorporated on Nov 9th, 

2012, is dedicated to developing the culture of research, technology and innovation in Nepal. 

NIC Nepal provides a unique platform to help retain and foster innovative, talented, and 

passionate human capital of Nepal and leverage their intellect and creativity in strengthening 

the country’s social and economic growth through inspired intellect and persistent effort. 

National Innovation Center believes that every opportunity with great ideas for innovation 

should get a chance to be heard, supported, encouraged, and empowered. Through this 

initiative we are committed to create dynamic opportunities to help Nepal become a 

prosperous nation and to preserve talented Nepali individuals from leaving Nepal for better 

opportunities abroad. 
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